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With only a few months before the July
30 opening of the 74th General Convention
in Minneapolis, "We are in good shape,"
according to the Rev. Rosemari Sullivan,
secretary and executive officer of the
General Convention Office. “The legisla-
tive software is ready, we are receiving res-
olutions, and the pieces for worship and
special events are falling into place.” 

She said that there are a few more resolu-
tions pre-filed in the Blue Book (which
contains the reports of the committees,
commissions, boards and agencies of the
church) this year because “of the energy
developed in the 20/20 initiative” to
increase membership and participation in
church life. There are 158 resolutions in the
Blue Book, which will be available soon
with a variety of other resources by links at
the church's web site at www.episco-
palchurch.org. A special web site for the
convention will provide information and
news coverage at http://www.episco-
palchurch.org/gc/gc2003. 

The theme of the convention, “Engage
God's Mission,” is based on an emphasis on
reconciliation developed by Presiding
Bishop Frank T. Griswold at the last
General Convention and expanded during
interim meetings and retreats of the House
of Bishops. The four sub-themes will be
“Receive, Repent, Reconcile and Restore.”
Banners in the worship space and the exhib-
it area will keep the theme in front of par-
ticipants and visitors. 

On the opening night of the convention,
deputies and bishops will have an opportuni-
ty to discuss the events and trends that have
affected the church in the past three years.
Topics include: Christian hope in the wake
of the 9-11 terrorist attacks; Muslims,

Christians and Jews, a way for the three reli-
gions to work together; War and Peace, look-
ing at the ethical implications; A Different
Drum, a look at how the 20/20 movement
challenges us to grow and flourish; Receive,
Repent, Reconcile and Restore, a look at
new ways to become communities of for-
giveness and healing in light of these ethical
imperatives; and Jubilee Ministries, being
developed by the Rev. Carmen Guerrero. 

Worship will blend the variety of cultural
expressions in the church, including the use
of the six languages of the Book of Common
Prayer--English, Spanish, French, Italian,
Korean and soon Mandarin Chinese. All wor-
ship materials will be available in English and
Spanish. Both traditional and experimental
forms will be used for Morning Prayer. A
labyrinth will be cut into the grass of a park
just outside the Minneapolis Convention
Center for use in prayer and meditation. 

Bishops receive report,
‘Gift of Sexuality’

(ENS) In a voice vote at their annual
spring retreat, the bishops of the Episcopal
Church received a report of the theology
committee of the House of Bishops on the
“Gift of Sexuality,” offering it to the church
as grounds for discussion on a range of con-
troversial issues. 

“It was moved, seconded, and carried that
we receive this document with thanks as a
report of the theology committee. Though it
does not reflect in all points the views of all
members of the House, we offer it to the
church for study and reflection, and thank
the theology committee for inviting us into
deeper reflection and for modeling colle-
giality,” said the motion, introduced by
Bishop Edward Little of Northern Indiana. 

The report is the product of an 18-month
study by the committee of six bishops and seven

academic theologians “who represent diverse
theological viewpoints.” In the preface to the
report, the committee said, “It has been our spe-
cial concern to encourage the church to think
about how disagreement over issues of human
sexuality may become open to God's grace.” 

“We believe sexuality is one of God's
wonderful, complex, confusing, and some-
times, dangerous gifts,” the committee
wrote in an introduction. “At the same time,
we have been made freshly aware of how
sexuality can be cheapened and exploited in
human society and made an occasion of sin,
hurt, and disorder, rather than the blessing
God intends it to be.”

Full text of the document is available at
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/presiding-bishop/.

ERD aids humanitarian efforts 
Episcopal Relief and Development has

partnered with the Middle East
Council of Churches (MECC) to provide

its initial response to the conflict in Iraq.
ERD is giving critical assistance to people
seeking shelter, food, and other essentials in
Iraq and its neighboring countries of Jordan,
Syria,  Turkey, and Iran. MECC is making
preparations for the large numbers of  Iraqi
people staying within the country and is
stocking its relief distribution centers in
Baghdad, Mousel, Kerkuk, and Basra.

ERD remains in conversation with the
President-Bishop of the Episcopal Church in
Jerusalem and the Middle East and Anglican
Bishop in Cyprus and the Gulf George Clive
Handford. The Most Rev. Handford reports
that relatively few people have left Iraq and
those entering through Jordan have been
expedited to other countries in the Middle
East where they have family.

ERD continues to pray for people affect-
ed by the war and will  continue to monitor
the region and respond to needs as they
arise.

S C H O L A R ’ S  C O R N E R

First, let me say I know what you are
referring to in the Old Testament. There
is the story in Numbers of Korah being
swallowed by the earth for leading a
rebellion against Moses. And on a larg-
er scale, the Assyrians conquer the
Northern Kingdom, and later the
Babylonians conquer the Southern
Kingdom, incidents explained as divine
punishments for idolatry.  

But Christians often overlook that divine
punishment can be found in the New
Testament too. In Acts 5, Ananias and
Sapphira are struck dead for lying to the
Apostles. And on a much larger scale, a third
of humanity is wiped out in Revelations. 

There is a lot of mercy and grace,

forgiveness and restoration in the Old
Testament. It’s not all doom and gloom.
Sternness and kindness, judgment and
mercy are to be found in both
Testaments.

Christianity insists that we “retain the
paradox” involved here. Much as
Christianity “maintains the paradox” of
Jesus’ identity by saying he is fully
human and fully divine, so Christianity
holds that God is holy and just and pun-
ishes wickedness and, at the same time, is
forgiving and loving and approachable.
Christianity says both are true, and we
shouldn’t try to “resolve the paradox.”

Rabbinic Judaism says the same
thing. The Talmud speaks of God’s

“attribute of
judgment” but
also of God’s
“attribute of
mercy.” They
are like the left
and right hands
of God. In vers-
es excoriating
the people for
their sins or
threatening pun-
ishment if they
do not repent,
we see the
attribute of

judgment. In verses assuring Israel of
God’s love or promising future restora-
tion, we see God’s attribute of mercy. We
need to keep God’s two hands together,
as it were, and not deny one or the other.

Both Judaism and Christianity say
we need to “maintain the paradox”
between God as transcendent (high and
far above us and infinitely holy and

awesome) and God as immanent
(close, present and accessible, welcom-
ing and enfolding us).

The “Divine Paradox” is succinctly stated
in Exodus 34:6-7: “The Lord, the Lord, mer-
ciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
keeping steadfast love for the thousandth
generation, forgiving iniquity and transgres-
sion and sin, yet by no means clearing the
guilty, but visiting the iniquity of the parents
upon the children and the children’s children,
to the third and the fourth generation.”  

Uncomfortable as those words may
make us, they express the contradictory
or paradoxical biblical picture of God
that is part of our heritage.

The Rev. William G. Gartig, who holds a
doctorate in Bible, will answer your ques-
tions about the Bible, Episcopal life and
other religious subjects. Send questions
to 2146 Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati,

OH 45212-3631 or at
gartigwg@episcopal-dso.zzn.com.

THE REV.
WILLIAM G.
GARTIG

I like to read the New Testament, but I don’t like to read the
Old Testament because God seems jealous and vengeful,
always punishing people for their sins. But in the New
Testament, God is loving and forgiving. I know they are
supposed to be the same God, but I can’t get over my
impression that they are very different.
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